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DETAILED ACTION 

Remarks 

This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed August 5, 2004. 
Claims 1-4, 6-10 and 12-18 are pending. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on August 5, 2004. These drawings are approved. 
In view of the replacement drawings for Figures 1-3, the objection to the drawings has 
been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The rejection of claims 1 1 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph is deemed 
moot in view of the cancellation of these claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 and 1 03 

The following prior art rejections have been withdrawn: 

a. The rejection of claim 16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) based on Struthers (U.S. Pat. 
4,492,741). 

b. The rejection of claims 1-4, 6, 10, 12, 16, and 17 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) based on 
Marsh et al. (U.S. Pat. 5,445,905). 
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c. The rejection of claim 4 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) or 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on 
Marsh et al. 

d. The rejection of claim 7 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on Marsh et al. and 
Pellegri et al. (U.S. Pat 6,475,661 Bl) 

e. The rejection of claim 18 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on Marsh et al. and 
Hashimoto et al. (U.S. Pat. 4,614,693). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-4, 6-10 and 12-18 are allowed. 

The examiner notes applicant's amendment to independent claim 1 which now 
incorporates the limitation of claim 5 (now canceled). The prior Office action objected to 
claim 5 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but indicated its allowability if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
As independent claim 1 as amended is a rewritten form of claim 5, claims 1-4, 6-10 and 12-15 
are allowed for the reasons set forth for claim 5 in the prior Office action. 

Independent claim 17 as amended is notably modeled in accordance with the reasons for 
allowance of claim 5, in that claim 17 now recites "providing each said cathode with a 
membrane which allows OH- ions to pass through said membrane while inhibiting a flow of 
hydrogen peroxide through said membrane thereby preventing migration of said catholyte 
through the porous cathode and into the anolyte stream." Thus, claims 17-19 are allowed for the 
same reasons set forth for claim 5 in the prior Office action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julian Mercado whose telephone number is (571) 272-1289. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan, can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 





